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“Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your 
possession.”  Psalm 2:8 

 
 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  Matthew 28:19 

 
 

“During the night Paul had a vision of a man from Macedonia standing and begging 
him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us”.”  Acts 16:9 

 
 

“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, 
    and He will reward them for what they have done”  Proverbs 19:17 
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Summary 
 
Team members: Nigel McGimpsey, Randall Burt 
 
Dates:   Thursday, November 8 – Wednesday, November 21, 2012 
 
Main purpose: To review the effectiveness of the funding directed to the 

Solomon Islands, and in particular the contribution from 
Wellington CRC, along with overall funding from CRC NZ. 

 
 To assist as opportunity affords the furtherance of the ministry 

of the gospel in the Solomon Islands. 
 
 Continue the development of the CRC NZ relationship with the 

Solomon Islands and in particular with the leadership of 
Honiara CRC. 

 
At the end of 2011 CRC NZ ceased funding the Christian Ministry Training School at 
Alasa’a, Malaita.  CRC NZ funding was instead diverted to: 

 In one part to contributing to the monthly support of particular ministers, both 
pastors and evangelists; 

 In the other part to funding an annual CRC convention on Malaita, such 
funding being primarily for transport to enable people from outlying villages to 
attend, and the food for meals during the convention; 

 In addition the funding also covers the printing and freight to the Solomon 
Islands of teaching material and curriculum for local church based ministry 
training.  

 
The contribution to the monthly support of particular ministers now includes 11 
couples.  We met and talked to some of these folk during this visit but not all of them.  
We were accompanied by Pastor Sony Kwali, who is one of the recipients, and 
consider his ministry well worth continued support.  Comments made suggested to 
us that the relationship between CRC Malaita and Gwuanatafu has strengthened 
considerably.  We also met a mature believer from a village near Faugwari who was 
very keen to develop a growing relationship with Faugwari CRC.  Otherwise we had 
too little time, and it may be too early, to make a definitive assessment of the efficacy 
of our support in this area. 
 
The first annual Malaita CRC convention under the new funding regime was held 
in June 2012 and was attended by Pastor Charley Tonkin from Devonport CRC, who 
was also the speaker and teacher for the convention.  Pr Charley’s report is included 
as an appendix to this report.  The conference was, by all accounts, a great success, 
and a high level of enthusiasm for the concept persists among the people we met 
who had attended. 
 
The teaching material and curriculum that had been received were appreciated 
but more was required.  In particular, we received requests for more, ”Way of the 
Lord” booklets.  Again, we had too little time, and it may be too early, to make a 
definitive assessment of the efficacy of our support in this area. 
 
We were privileged to participate in 9 meetings, at which we would typically sing two 
or three songs together as items and then preach.  This also included ministry to 
children (twice) at Sieleju, and prayer for various needs, including the healing of a 
man at Marivari (adjacent to Sieleju), and prayer for a number of women at Daudau 
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(combined meeting with Faugwari).  We also received an invitation to minister at an 
Assembly of God fellowship on Vella Lavella. 
 
The timing of our itinerary within the Solomon Islands did not permit ministry at any 
meeting of the Honiara CRC.  However, we were able to host elders John & Momi 
Kwaita and Dennis & Margaret Etua for an evening meal.  We enjoyed warm 
fellowship and wide ranging, useful discussion.  We also visited with Sam & Mary Iro 
in their home, for ‘morning tea’. 
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“Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord.” 
[Psalm 34:11] 

(with music and singing, at Daudau, Malaita) 
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1. Details
 
Team members: Nigel McGimpsey, Randall Burt 
 
Dates:   Thursday, November 8 – Wednesday, November 21, 2012 
 
 
In-country nights: 12 
 
In-transit nights: 1 in Brisbane, Australia, on return 
 
Itinerary: 
 
Day Date Accommodation

Day Night

Thursday 08-Nov-12 In Transit, Wellington-Honiara Honiara Solomon Kitano Mendana
Friday 09-Nov-12 In Transit, Honiara-Gizo-Vella Sieleju Vacant pastor's house
Saturday 10-Nov-12 Sieleju, Vella Lavella Sieleju Vacant pastor's house
Sunday 11-Nov-12 Sieleju, Vella Lavella Sieleju Vacant pastor's house
Monday 12-Nov-12 Sieleju-Bakato, Vella Lavella Bakato Timothy's house
Tuesday 13-Nov-12 Bakato-Sieleju, Vella Lavella Sieleju Vacant pastor's house
Wednesday 14-Nov-12 In Transit, Vella-Gizo-Honiara Honiara Solomon Kitano Mendana
Thursday 15-Nov-12 In Transit, Honiara-Auki-Alasa'a-Faugwari Faugwari Pr John J's house
Friday 16-Nov-12 Faugwari Faugwari Pr John J's house
Saturday 17-Nov-12 Daudau Daudau Church Guest House
Sunday 18-Nov-12 Daudau Daudau Church Guest House
Monday 19-Nov-12 In Transit, Daudau-Auki-Honiara Honiara Solomon Kitano Mendana
Tuesday 20-Nov-12 In Transit, Honiara-Brisbane Brisbane Formule 1, Brisbane
Wednesday 21-Nov-12 In Transit, Brisbane-Wellington Wellington HOME!

Location

 
 

5-6 days were spent travelling to and from and internally, and 4 nights were 
spent in transit accommodation (hotel) 

 
Ministry: Preaching at Honiara CRC None 

  Meet Honiara CRC leaders One evening meal fellowship with John 
  Kwaita & Dennis Etua and wives, and 
  one ‘morning tea’ with Sam & Mary Iro 

 Visit ex-CMTC One lunch fellowship with Pr Johnny & 
  Margaret Ossi & a brief property walk- 
  down 

 Preaching at Sieleju 4 meetings, two on Sunday 

 Preaching at Bakato 1 evening meeting 

 Preaching at Faugwari 2 evening meetings 

 Preaching at Daudau 2 evening meetings 

 TOTAL: 9 meetings over 12 in-country days 
 

Above included ministry to children (twice) at Sieleju, and prayer for various 
needs, including the healing of a man at Marivari (adjacent to Sieleju), and 
prayer for a number of women at Daudau (combined meeting with Faugwari) 
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2. Highlights
 
 First time visit to Sieleju, Vella Lavella (Nigel had been to Gizo in 1992) 

 Finding that our hosts at Sieleju (Benjamin & Solomon) were Second-year 
graduates from CMTC and that Solomon (‘Solo’) was a class mate of Caleb’s and 
fellow graduate of the World Missions Faith Training program at Bethel Centre, 
Port Moresby, PNG in 2010  

 Invitation to visit and minister at AOG village on Vella Lavella next time we are 
on Vella Lavella 

 Combined church meetings at Sieleju 

 Invitation and first time visit to Bakato (Timothy’s village), involving a 3 hour walk 
each way, and overnight stay! 

 Healing of the man at Marivari (adjacent to Sieleju).  This man was scarcely able 
to walk and reduced to hobbling around with a stick.  Next day he was out 
working and without his stick, Praise the Lord! 

 Ministry and interaction with children at Sieleju and Daudau 

 Meeting briefly with Pastor Ronnie Assisi and the students at the Honiara CRC 
Gateway Centre property at Henderson, Honiara 

 Visit and fellowship over lunch with Pastor Johnny Ossi and his wife, Margaret at 
the ex-CMTC property at Alasa’a.  The school is now called, “Mt Alasa’a Kingdom 
Academy” 

 Two days/nights hosted by Pastor John Justus & Prudence in their home at 
Faugwari 

 Lunch fellowship with Janet Wate and Linta Nelson at Faugwari (Nelson’s wife – 
Nelson was at Honiara CRC and shortly to become one of nine ‘first-day’ 
graduates from its new Bible school.  Nelson is also a graduate of CMTC and ex-
staff member).   

 Evening meal fellowship with Pastor Freddy & Esther at Daudau 

 Combined church meetings at Daudau 

 Evening meal fellowship with the elders and leaders at Honiara CRC, John & 
Momi Kwaita and Dennis & Margaret Etua (at a new Korean restaurant recently 
opened by one of the families at Honiara CRC) 

 Morning tea fellowship with Sam & Mary Iro, also elders at Honiara CRC  

 Travelling about with Pastor Sony Kwali, our constant companion, guide, 
interpreter, and in-country itinerary organiser; and visiting the site of his new 
home near Daudau 

 Renewing friendships with folk we have met and come to know over 21 years 
(for Nigel) involvement in the Solomon Islands 

 Giving ‘the guitar’ we had travelled about with to, and contacting and finding, 
Helen Simaina (as in “C minor”) at Honiara, on the way to the airport as we were 
leaving! 
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3. Travel

 
 
Where did we go, and how did we get there? 
 
How do you get there? 
 
The map above shows the international flights we have to take. 
 

Wellington – Brisbane – Honiara, Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands, & return 
 
It is possible to get there via Fiji but there are fewer flights to choose from, and longer 
in-transit layovers. 
 
 
Where did we go when we got there? 
 
The following map shows the internal travel we did in the Solomon Islands: 
 
 Honiara – Gizo, by small plane, 382 km, 1.5 hours, 255 km/h 

 
 Gizo – Sieleju, Vella Lavella, by fibreglass ‘canoe’, 32 km, 1.5 hours, 20 km/h 

 
 And return! 

 
 Honiara – Auki, by Discovery 360, ex-Auckland-Kauwau Island Cat ferry, 115 km, 

3 hours, 38 km/h 
 

 Auki – Alasa’a – Faugwari – Daudau, by taxi & bus, 30 – 45 minutes, and return! 
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4. Main Purpose
 
 To review the effectiveness of the funding directed to the Solomon Islands, and in 

particular the contribution from Wellington CRC, along with overall funding from 
CRC NZ. 

 
Note: At the end of 2011 CRC NZ ceased funding the Christian Ministry Training 
School at Alasa’a, Malaita.  CRC NZ funding was instead diverted to: 

• In one part to contributing to the monthly support of particular ministers, both 
pastors and evangelists; 

• In the other part to funding an annual CRC convention on Malaita, such 
funding being primarily for transport to enable people from outlying villages to 
attend, and the food for meals during the convention; 

• In addition the funding also covers the printing and freight to the Solomon 
Islands of teaching material and curriculum for local church based ministry 
training. 

 
Success?  The contribution to the monthly support of particular ministers now 
includes 11 couples.  We met and talked to some of these folk during this visit but 
not all of them.  We were accompanied by Pastor Sony Kwali, who is one of the 
recipients, and consider his ministry well worth continued support.  Comments 
made suggested to us that the relationship between CRC Malaita and 
Gwuanatafu has strengthened considerably.  We also met a mature believer from 
a village near Faugwari who was very keen to develop a growing relationship with 
Faugwari CRC.  Otherwise we had too little time, and it may be too early, to make 
a definitive assessment of the efficacy of our support in this area. 
 
The first annual Malaita CRC convention under the new funding regime was held 
in June 2012 and was attended by Pastor Charley Tonkin from Devonport CRC, 
who was also the speaker and teacher for the convention.  Pr Charley’s report is 
included as an appendix to this report.  The conference was, by all accounts, a 
great success, and a high level of enthusiasm for the concept persists among the 
people we met who had attended. 
 
The teaching material and curriculum that had been received were appreciated 
but more was required.  In particular, we received requests for more, ”Way of the 
Lord” booklets.  Again, we had too little time, and it may be too early, to make a 
definitive assessment of the efficacy of our support in this area. 

 
 To assist as opportunity affords the furtherance of the ministry of the gospel in the 

Solomon Islands.  This includes visiting and encouraging local churches as 
opportunity affords, maintaining established relationships, and encouraging the 
brethren by visiting with them, by taking an interest in the work of the Lord in each 
place, and by preaching/teaching and praying for folk as opportunity affords. 

 
Success?  We were privileged to participate in 9 meetings, at which we would 
typically sing two or three songs together as items and then preach.  This also 
included ministry to children (twice) at Sieleju, and prayer for various needs, 
including the healing of a man at Marivari (adjacent to Sieleju), and prayer for a 
number of women at Daudau (combined meeting with Faugwari).  We also 
received an invitation to minister at an Assembly of God fellowship on Vella 
Lavella. 
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We were able to visit the CRC local churches at Sieleju (Vella Lavella, Western 
Province), Faugwari (Malaita), and Daudau (Malaita).  We were not able to visit 
the churches at Honiara (the capital on Guadalcanal), Gwanatafu (where we had 
visited in 2010), or Sasau in East Malaita – there was simply not enough time.  
However, where we did go, we were made very welcome and it was always hard 
to say “good-bye”. 

 
 Continue the development of the CRC NZ relationship with the Solomon Islands 

and in particular maintain and strengthen our relationship, with the leadership at 
Honiara CRC. 

 
Success?  The timing of our itinerary within the Solomon Islands did not permit 
ministry at any meeting of the Honiara CRC.  However, we enjoyed a very 
pleasant evening meal fellowship with the elders and leaders at Honiara CRC, 
John & Momi Kwaita and Dennis & Margaret Etua, and the following day, a 
morning tea fellowship with Sam & Mary Iro, also elders at Honiara CRC, and 
who could not attend the previous evening.  We enjoyed a wide ranging 
discussion and picked up one or two items where we believed we could help. 

The Honiara CRC is very mature and progressive in its outlook and are pushing 
ahead with a commendable vision for the future. 

 

5. Secondary purpose
 
 To accompany Pastor Sony Kwali to Vella Lavella, where he is taking up the 

pastoral role at Sieleju village, following the relocation of Pastor Ronnie Assisi 
and his family to the Honiara CRC church.  The plan was for Sony to go in 
advance of his family, with Jean and Esther to follow in the new year (2013).  We 
would accompany him, visit and minister at the church, meet and encourage the 
people there.  

Success?  In the event, Pastor Sony accompanied us there and back and will 
relocate with his family early in 2013.  Otherwise, we certainly visited and 
ministered at the church at Sieleju, and meet and encouraged the people there, 
as best we could tell.  Having an AOG group come back to the Sunday evening 
meeting, and being invited to minister at their church next time we are there goes 
some way to confirming the efficacy of our ministry and the grace of our Lord 
being with us. 

 To visit and reconnect with Pastor Johnny & Margaret Ossie, reassure them 
personally of our interest and concern, and see how they and the ex-CMTC are 
getting on. 

Success?  We enjoyed a moving reunion with Pastor Johnny & Margaret, had 
great fellowship over lunch, and made a quick tour of the school property.  We 
were accompanied by Pr John Justus, for whom it was the first time back at 
Alasa’a since leaving at the end of 2011.  

 To investigate the practicality of Pastor Christine, and potentially other women 
from Wellington CRC, attending one of the Solomon Islands Women’s 
Conventions. 

Success?  We discussed this with Prudence (Pastor John Justus’ wife), Esther 
(Pastor Freddy’s wife) while on Malaita, and also with Momi Kwaita, Margaret 
Etua and Mary Iro while in Honiara.  There is no Women’s Convention planned 
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for 2013.  Instead it is planned to make an outreach visit to the village of Biluro on 
the island of Santa Isabel.  Biluro is on the opposite side of the island to Buala 
where there is an established CRC church.  There are two PNG missionaries at 
Buala, Merrilyn Jaruka who oversees the local church in Buala, and Helen 
Wilabat who assists her in the work.  Biluro is accessible only by boat.  Further 
investigation is needed in order to assess the benefits and practicality of such a 
visit. 

 

6. Vella Lavella visit
 
This section makes brief comment on the situation at Vella Lavella as we saw it 
during our visit. 
 
We do not know very much of the history of the CRC church at Sieleju, except that 
Pastor Ronnie & Ruth Assisi pastored there for a number of years, prior to their 
recent call to pastor at the Honiara CRC church.  Two CMTC graduates, Solomon 
and Benjamin are also assisting the work there, and will continue to assist Pr Sony & 
Jean when they arrive early in 2013. 
 
It was immediately obvious that Sieleju is well cared for, being a tidy village with 
ornamental shrubs and flowering plants, and significant areas of the short green 
‘grass’ that grows readily in the Solomon Islands.  It is also pleasantly located near 
the sea coast, but elevated to catch the cooling breeze and with commanding views 
of the ocean and nearby islands (notably, Kolombangara).  
 

 
 

Our ‘house’ in Sieleju 
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Kolombangara from our ‘house’ at Sieleju, Vella Lavella 
 

 
 

Sieleju young people 
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When he sees a well looked after village, Nigel thinks that ‘born-again’ or ‘spirit-filled’ 
people may live in that place.  The reception we received on arrival, the hospitality 
we received while there, and the impression we got during our short stay from people 
we met and were privileged to minister to, generally confirmed this assumption. 
 
A church building is erected, complete with walling, but as yet no windows or doors, 
only openings.  There are also no seats.  Provision was made for extending the 
building to provide side rooms at the front. 
 
A chainsaw was apparently donated by an Australian CRC church (or churches) but 
is no longer in working order.  The fundamental components of the engine seemed to 
be in reasonable working order, but it was unfortunately missing a few equally 
fundamental parts.  The chainsaw is a STIHL MS 650 and the things missing are: 
 
 Chain sprocket circlip & washer (see photo) 

 Exhaust cover 

 Rewind starter pawls, washer and spring clip (see photo) 

 Spark plug 

 Bar & chain (the existing bar is munted!) 

 Toolkit 
 

  
 

Chainsaw sprocket and pull-starter with parts missing! 
 
The church at Sieleju appears to enjoy a good relationship with other churches in the 
area as shown by the people attending the Sunday morning combined fellowship.  
This is good testimony to the work done by Pr Ronnie & Ruth, Benjamin, Solomon 
and the other folk at Sieleju.  It will also provide a sound foundation for Pr Sony & 
Jean to build on and continue the work that CRC is known for in the Solomon 
Islands: encouraging everyone who will listen into the fullness of the Holy Spirit, 
regardless of denomination.  
 
While at Sieleju we reassembled a small Yamaha (we believe, as the name was 
missing) portable generator that lay disassembled under the church.  Unfortunately it 
too was missing some key parts, namely the flywheel nut and washer, and possibly a 
regulator part.  We attempted to take this back to a mechanic in Honiara but Solomon 
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Airlines considered the petrol tank too dangerous and refused to accept it.  Pr Sony 
made alternative arrangements to get to Honiara by boat. 
 
At the conclusion of the Sunday morning service at Sieleju, we invited the people to 
ask us any questions, by writing them on a piece of paper and giving them to us, then 
we would attempt to answer them at the evening service. 
 
The folk who had attended the combined service in the morning returned in the 
evening and after we had each spoken briefly, we accepted the written questions.  
There were five: 
 
 Is it the Lord’s will to baptise the infant, or the repentant sinner? 

 
 Is it good for a man to change his name after water baptism? 

 
 How many baptisms are there in the Bible? 

 
 A man who does not repent, but then dies in an accident, can he go to heaven? 

 
 How many heavens does the Bible speak about?  

 
We generally answered them all by first reflecting them back with the question, “what 
does the Bible say?”  Then we (Nigel, Randall & Sony) each shared the answer we 
would give. 
 
It was after this meeting that we were invited to a nearby village to minister next time 
we are in Vella Lavella. 
 
The following day, Monday we were invited to the village of one of the men who had 
attended the Sunday meetings at Sieleju, a brother named Siney or Timothy – we 
initially thought we were to meet two men but it turned out to be one with two names! 
Siney’s village was about 3 hours walk around the coast, and we spent the night 
there and returned on Tuesday. 
 
We felt that there was significant opportunity around Sieleju for growth, in the same 
way as we have seen the full gospel advance to date in Malaita; embracing others, 
building friendship, contributing ministry by way of outreach teams, and most 
recently, inviting and supporting those wanting to attend our conventions.   
 
Gwanutafu, North Malaita seems to be a good example of this, and how the Lord has 
worked through a number of people over a number of years, culminating in a large 
number being baptised in water and filled with the Holy Spirit during the convention 
with Pr Charley at Faugwari in June 2012. 
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‘On the road’ to Bakato 
 

7. Ex-CMTC
 
This section is included as background to one of the purposes of our visit: To visit 
and reconnect with Pastor Johnny & Margaret Ossie, reassure them personally of our 
interest and concern, and see how they and the ex-CMTC are getting on.  
 
Following the withdrawal of CRC NZ financial support from the Christian Ministry 
Training School (CMTC) at Alasa’a, Malaita at the end of 2011, the property and 
assets reverted to the landowner in accordance with the agreement in place, and on 
a ‘no regrets’ basis; we give thanks for the 14 – 15 years of fruitful ministry – “the 
Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes” (Psalm 118:23).  
 
The land is ‘customary land’ and owned by the tribe, whose head is the supreme 
chief.  One of the young couples among the first to graduate from CMTC, who holds 
pastoral credentials with CRC Solomon Islands, and who was a leader at CMTC for a 
number of years, is now that supreme chief, Pastor Johnny Ossi.  Johnny inherited 
this role upon the death of his father.  The CMTC property and assets therefore in 
effect reverted to Pr Johnny. 
 
When the CMTC closed at the end of 2011, most of the staff that CRC NZ had been 
supporting went home to their own villages.  However, Pr Johnny & Margaret and 
their family stayed on to look after the property and have in the meantime raised up 
an independent Bible School using the name, “Mt Alasa’a Kingdom Academy”.  
 
At the same time, CRC NZ introduced a new ‘vision’ for Malaita and is now 
supporting local church ministry by way of: 
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 A monthly financial contribution to 11 couples, comprising pastors of local 

churches and able ministers involved in local missionary activity;  
 
 Providing teaching material and Bible school curriculum for local church use;  

 
 Financing (travel costs and food) for an annual CRC conference on Malaita.  The 

first one was held in June 2012. 
 
Pr Johnny & Margaret are not included in the support associated with the new 
‘vision’. 
 
The effect of the CMTC closure, the staff returning home, and Pr Johnny & Margaret 
remaining at Alasa’a has been to introduce an unintended separation between them 
and us, and between them and their friends and peers.  This is between them and 
those they have worked closely together with in the Lord’s work over many years.   
 
With this visit we have sought redress this situation. 
 
Earlier in the year, Nigel wrote to Pr Johnny & Margaret and sent them two of Dr 
Barry Chant’s recent books, including “Empowered by the Spirit”.  Pr Johnny replied 
by letter with an expression of thanks and outlined what he had been doing at the ex-
CMTC property. 
 
On arriving in Auki late on Thursday morning we contacted Pr Johnny & Margaret 
and made arrangements to go up to Alasa’ immediately and share lunch with them.  
We bought some fruit, buns and ‘spam’ for lunch as our arrival, although planned, 
was something of a surprise. 
 
We enjoyed a moving reunion with Pr Johnny & Margaret, had great fellowship over 
lunch, and made a quick tour of the school property.  We were accompanied by Pr 
John Justus, for whom it was the first time back at Alasa’a since leaving at the end of 
2011.  Two CMTC graduates are assisting Pr Johnny, Leonard and Lovelin (Johnny’s 
sister).  We did not meet the Principal. 
 
The property appeared tidy and well cared for and although we did not inspect each 
and every building on the property, from general observation, and from the outside, 
everything appeared intact and in a condition at least consistent with its age.  We did 
have a good look around the student ‘mess’ and new kitchen, and we had lunch in Pr 
Johnny & Margaret’s home on the property (originally the home built for the Principal, 
initially Doug & Allyssa Morris, then Robin & Jackie Atenefabe). 
 
We were aware that the leaning home, previously occupied by the then CMTC Dean 
of Students, Pr Sony Kwali had been straightened, with new foundation.  Pr Johnny 
advised that the following work had also been carried out since (in 2012): 
 
 Student ‘mess’ extended on each side with ‘leaf’ roof.  We understood that the 

teaching was now held here instead of in the church building. 
 
 New kitchen built adjoining the student ‘mess’, on the northern end.  Because the 

ground surface falls away from the building at this end, the new kitchen is lower 
than the ‘mess’ level, and with interconnecting stairs. 

 
 One or more new posts under Pr Johnny & Margaret’s home , to replace those 

‘taken out’ by white-ants. 
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 White-anted posts and superstructure replaced in the present Principal’s home 

(originally the home built for the Symes, then occupied by Pr John & Prudence 
Justus, who was the Principal in the last year of the CMTC operation, 2011). 

 
We were pleasantly surprised by several obvious things: 
 
 There were students at the “Academy”. 

 
 The ex-CMTC property did not appear as damaged as we had been led to 

believe, or if it was it had been repaired.  That is not say the earlier account of a 
“lot damage inflicted at the school property” was not correct, as we did not inspect 
each and every building in detail, or seek an account of what repairs were done in 
the meantime.  Roof and window damage as a consequence of rocks thrown may 
still persist.  

 
 The repair and improvement work done under Pr Johnny’s leadership, including 

the student ‘mess’ extensions and the new kitchen. 
 

 The gardens were said to be doing well, and understood to be under Pr Johnny;s 
personal supervision.  We saw tomatoes and Bok Choy growing on the school 
grounds, and Cassava on the surrounding land.  

 

 
 

Pastor Johnny Ossi and Nigel at Mt Alasa’a Kingdom Academy 
 
We did not have time to explore matters of the Academy vision, its curriculum, what 
is being taught, and by whom, except for the following: 
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 Pr Johnny has a Principal in place, living on the property, in the home previously 
occupied by Pr John & Prudence.  We did not meet the Principal but were 
advised that he was ex-SSEC (South Seas Evangelical Church, the predominant 
and indigenous denomination in the Solomon Islands, and close to New Zealand 
Baptist in theology and practice, but with local differences). 

 
 The Academy offers 1-month courses to students paying a fee of SBD$300 for 

the month.  At this rate the Academy is covering its costs. 
 
 The Academy had the support of others, including a local businessman who had 

offered accommodation at no cost to visiting ministry to the Academy.  
 
 Pr Johnny indicated that receiving Dr Barry Chant’s book on the Holy Spirit had 

been timely, and that Lovelin was teaching on this subject. 
 
Following the visit with Pr Johnny & Margaret, we encouraged the other Malaitan 
leaders we met to continue to embrace Johnny & Margaret, to invite them to 
conferences and visiting ministry, and to do what they can to encourage them in the 
work of the Lord, even though the Academy is not financially supported by CRC. 
 

8. Opportunities for the future
 
Solar lighting systems using LED lamps – LED lamps have revolutionised solar 
lighting: a 60 watt incandescent light bulb uses 60 watts and lasts about 1200 hours; 
a “60 watt” equivalent CFL (compact fluorescent) lamp uses 13-15 watts and lasts 
8000 hours; but a “60 watt” equivalent LED lamp uses 6-8 watts and lasts 50,000 
hours!  6-8 watts means a smaller solar panel and a smaller battery can be used, and 
very crudely, smaller = cheaper! 
 
As a result, we are not seeing kerosene lamps being used now, either in homes or in 
church meetings.   
 
Data projectors are also now available with LED lamps, and these are expected to 
reduce in price as they become more popular.  They are also expected to be lighter 
and inherently more robust than the incandescent lamped projectors. 
 
This suggests that: 

 We could reasonably take data projectors and DVD teaching material on short 
term missions trips; 

 Churches could be provided with solar lighting systems at a cost that is affordable 
(to us) 

 Very much smaller, lighter, and more readily transportable generators could be 
used to provide for lighting for church and outdoor meetings, and for data 
projectors in the future. 

 
Women’s ministry – reflecting on over more than 20 years of involvement in the 
Solomon Islands, we would observe that we have mostly been men who have made 
up the short term missions teams (sometimes teams of one, which is not good 
either!).  We like to see more women involved in short term missions.  This may even 
be more of a need than an opportunity. 
 
 



  Solomon Islands Trip Report 2012 
 

  P a g e  | 20 o f  2 3  

Youth outreach – we who have been involved for more than 20 years in the 
Solomon Islands are growing older.  We feel that we need to get our young people 
exposed to the differences in culture and to the needs of the Solomon Islands, and 
that young people ministering to young people is mutually beneficial.  To that end we 
suggest taking a youth team to the Solomon Islands in 2014.  
 
Transitioning away from a Malaita-only focus to a Solomon Islands focus – we 
are working to build stronger relationships with the leadership of Honiara CRC, and 
also with the leadership at Bethel in PNG, with a view to working together.   
 
The churches making up CRC NZ are relatively few in number, and the 
congregations are relatively small.  We are now passing through a national 
leadership transition, from Pastor Charley Tonkin to Pastor Mark Tobias.  Pastor 
Charley and Glenda have, on 23 December 2012 been released from the pastoral 
ministry at Devonport CRC, and have returned to live in Australia.  Pastor Steve and 
Helen Gwyn have taken up the senior pastoral role at Devonport CRC. 
 
Devonport CRC, under the leadership of Pastor Charley has been the primary 
financial contributor to the work in the Solomon Islands.  The change of leadership at 
Devonport adds another dimension to this time of transition. 
 
Assuming the willingness to continue our involvement in the Solomon Islands 
persists, and even increases, we nevertheless feel that we should, during this year of 
transition (2013): 

 Take stock of our capability, with due allowance for faith and sacrifice 

 Engage with the CRC leadership in the Solomon Islands, and with other national 
CRC leadership with an interest in the Solomon Islands, such as PNG, and 

 Consider together what we can best do with what we have got! 
 

9. Conclusions
 
 “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” [Luke 10:2] 
 
 “As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, 

when no one can work.” [John 9:4] 
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Appendices material of interest
 
Vella Lavella during the 2nd World War 
 
The sea around the island of Vella Lavella was the site of the Naval Battle of Vella 
Lavella, fought on the night of 6 October 1943, during World War II.  The Land Battle 
of Vella Lavella took place from 15 August to 9 October 1943 between Japan and the 
Allied forces from New Zealand and the United States.   
 
We walked for 3 hours north along a coastal road built by the NZ Defence Forces 
after the fighting ceased.  An account of the road building reads: 
 
“Once more the engineers, with increased but still limited heavy equipment, set about 
the primary task of transforming a rough jungle track into a two-way all-weather road 
from Biloa to the motor torpedo boat base at Lambu Lambu, halfway up the island, 
and linking all units and service installations and depots along the coast. The 26th 
Field Company, which became a heavy equipment company, was brought forward 
from Guadalcanal and shared this project with McKay's 20th Field Company. The 
road was finished in weeks, during which several substantial bridges were built using 
heavy timber from the neighbouring jungle and coconut logs for decking. Other roads 
were then constructed to water points and petrol dumps, known as ‘tank fields’. Two 
months after the division was established on Vella Lavella, speed restrictions were 
imposed on the main highway, the surface of which survived even the torrential rain.” 
 
By now there are no longer any bridges and as a result, there are now no longer any 
vehicles around to use the road. 
 
We were shown an area near Marivari where both Japanese and New Zealand 
soldiers had been interred during WW II. 
 
 
Earthquake in 2007 
 
On April 3, 2007, an earthquake measuring 8.2 on the Richter scale occurred near 
Gizo Island. This was followed by an additional 8 slightly smaller quakes which 
triggered a tsunami, destroying a significant proportion of buildings including key 
infrastructure in Gizo, Simbo and other surrounding islands.  
 
One of these “surrounding islands” was Vella Lavella, which, although not suffering 
inundation from the tsunami, suffered damage to church and school buildings in 
Marivari (one of the larger villages) which were later demolished for safety reasons.    
 
The village of Sieleju, where Pastor Sony is relocating to with his family, and where 
we stayed, is ‘next door’ to Marivari.  Sieleju moved off the narrow coastal foreshore 
site and up onto the adjacent ridge following the tsunami.  We walked past the new 
school, built to replace the one damaged by the Tsunami. 
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Janet Wate & Sulufou 
 
Janet (now widowed) and her husband Pastor Nathan Wate, provided hospitality to 
us in their home on the man-made island village of Sulufou during our travels in 
earlier years.  She entertained us (Nigel & Randall in November 2012) with stories of 
learning how to use a canoe, after growing up in ‘the bush’ on Malaita.  She now lives 
in Faugwari. 
 
Sulufou is reputed to be the largest and oldest artificial island in Lau Lagoon.  The 
island was apparently built over five centuries ago by resourceful Melanesians to 
escape the malaria-infested jungles of the principal island of Malaita.  It was built by 
breaking off manageable sized lumps of coral from the reef, filling one’s one dug-out 
canoe, paddling back into the lagoon and dumping the load at the chosen spot.  This 
island is now densely populated with up to 1000 residents.  Nigel has stayed 
overnight there twice while passing through, once at the home Nathan and Janet 
Wate.  Janet is Pastor John Justus’ sister. 
 
A book published in 2004, titled, “The White Headhunter: The Story of a 19-Century 
Sailor Who Survived a South Seas Heart of Darkness” provides an account of a 
Scots sailor who found himself imprisoned on Sulufou.  The book’s description reads: 
 
In 1868, Jack Renton, a teenage Scots sailor, was shanghaied in San Francisco. In 
1876, he was rescued from captivity on the Pacific island of Malaita, home to a 
fearsome tribe of headhunters. After the rescue, in a sensational best-selling memoir, 
Renton recounted his eight-year adventure: how he jumped ship and drifted two 
thousand miles in an open whaleboat to the Solomon Islands, came ashore at 
Malaita, was stripped of his clothes, possessions and his very identity, but lived to 
serve the island's tribal chief Kabou eventually as his most trusted adviser. For all the 
authenticity and riveting detail, however, it turns out that Renton's chronicle glossed 
over key events that made him the man that Kabou said he loved, "as my first-born 
son." Mining the oral history passed down in detail from generations of Malaitans, 
documentary filmmaker Nigel Randell spent seven years piecing together a more 
complete and grislier account of Renton's experience—as a man forced to assimilate 
in order to survive. While The White Headhunter is the story of a man transformed by 
an island, it is also the story of a man who transformed the island as he prepared it 
for the onslaught of Western civilization.   
 
Renton lived with the “salt-water people” on the “island” of Sulufou, who were 
constantly at war with the ‘mainland’ Malaitans. 
 
 



  Solomon Islands Trip Report 2012 
 

  P a g e  | 23 o f  2 3  

Pastor Charley Tonkin’s Solomons Trip Report, June 24th to July 1st 2012 
 
 
 
 



SOLOMON ISLANDS TRIP REPORT 
June 24th to July 1st 2012 

 
Team member:  Pastor Charley Tonkin 
 
I travelled to the Solomon's on my own this trip.  Originally I intended to visit in  
December 2012, however, because we closed the CMTC in December 2011  
and changed our Vision back to the local church support and provincial outreach, I 
decided to go sooner rather than later.  I wanted to make sure the local Pastors and 
churches did not feel abandoned by New Zealand. 
 
I flew to Honiara on Sunday 24th June arrived at 1.30 pm and booked in to the 
Mendana Hotel/Motel.  I had planned to catch the Discovery boat to Malaita on 
Monday  morning at 8.00 am, but found out it was cancelled due to maintenance.  
John Kwaita informed me that his boat Day Star would travel at 6.00pm to Auki that 
night, so I caught it instead.  I arrived in Auki at 1.00 am.  Pastor John Justus met me 
at the boat with a truck and we arrived at Faugwari village at 1.30 am.  I stayed at 
Colin and Dorothy's home and got to bed at 2.00 am. 
 
The church people had arrived the same day from the North and East by truck and 
were settled into village accommodation.  They had run a meeting on Monday night 
with worship and introductory programme as well as items from various people. 
 
On Tuesday morning I started teaching sessions from 9.00 am to 12.00 noon, three 
sessions.  I ran a fourth teaching session in the afternoon from 1.30 pm to 2.30 pm. 
 
Tuesday night we held a Crusade meeting from 7.30 pm to 11.30 pm which included 
many song and drama items from local churches and groups.  Approximately 300 or 
more people attended that meeting.  Following the preaching, 30 people came 
forward for salvation or rededication.  A further 50 people came forward for Holy 
Spirit baptism and to speak in tongues.  I was so impressed with the response of the 
people present and the anointing of the Spirit. 
 
On Wednesday we ran the same teaching sessions in the morning and baptised 16 
people in the afternoon.  In the evening we held another Crusade meeting with great 
response from the people present.  The same number of people attended if not more. 
 
On Thursday we again ran teaching sessions in the morning and a Leader’s meeting 
in the afternoon with a Crusade meeting at night. 
 
On Friday people prepared to return to their home villages, some by truck, others 
walking.  From 9.00 am to 12 noon we held our last meeting where many people 
came up to testify to the work of God in their lives during the Convention.  I shared 
briefly at this last meeting.  It was very encouraging to hear what the Lord had done 
and was doing in the lives of the people. 
 
I brought 50 copies of teaching notes with me for my sessions but really needed 80 
sets.  I had 80 plus people attend the morning teaching sessions.  I brought much 
more teaching material than I needed, however it is better to have too much, than not 
enough.  I encouraged them all to study the rest of the material in their own local 
churches.  The subject that I did cover completely had ten sessions as follows. 
 
  



SUBJECT: The evidence of making Jesus Saviour and Lord is: 
1: Right living, doing God's will. 
2: Draw the lost to salvation; build the Church. 
3: Experience an intimate relationship. 
4: Live in Faith. 
5: Experience lasting change. 
6: Give thanks in all situations. 
7: Experience depression and restoration. 
8: Live in the Spirit and the Truth. 
9: Walk in Authority. 
 
This teaching was very well received. 
 
At the Leaders meeting with 16 men from various villages, we discussed the 
following. 
 
1: Convention for 2013 to be held in the East at Sasau Village in June beginning 
week of June 24th.  The location is subject to the condition of the road at the time.  If 
not suitable, the Convention would be held at Faugwari. 
 
2: Teaching material to be sent to each village in January 2013 is to be discussed 
further, Pastor Charley to confirm.  The Way of the Lord booklet along with question 
and answer books will be sent as well.  
 
3: There was some discussion regarding the closing of the CMTC and the launching 
of the new vision.  Every one present was fully supportive of the new vision and were 
very encouraged with the fruit and response of the Convention.  Johnny Ossi, the 
land owner of the school property is continuing to run the school with local leaders.  
They run one month courses at the school. 
 
4: Easter Convention.  Many leaders from Malaita attended the Easter Convention in 
Honiara local church with Pastor Barry Silverback.  
 
SETTING APART THE OUTREACH TEAM 
 
On Thursday evening at the end of the meeting we called the members of the 
Outreach team under the Leadership of Pastor John Justus to come to the front of 
the meeting.  I shared the vision we have to set men and women apart to move out 
into the province of Malaita to seek opportunities and open doors to minister the 
gospel into any church group or unbelievers that opens their doors.  There were 16 
men in the team who would be available at different times to go out as an evangelism 
team for this work.  Four local church pastors and myself, prayed and laid hands on 
these men to anoint them and set them apart for the work of this Ministry.  
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
I preached at the CRC Honiara local church on Sunday morning July 1st.  The 
Honiara Church was full for this meeting.  A team of five people were present at that 
meeting from Griffith CRC in NSW.  They were in the Solomon's on a missions trip 
for three weeks.  It was great to meet them and have some fellowship as well.  I felt 
the meeting was very good and very inspirational.  I had good fellowship with John 
Kwaita, Pastors Dennis and Ronny also.  Pastor Ronny is a CMTC graduate who has 
been pastoring at Vella Lavella in the Western Province and has now moved back to 
Honiara to pastor the church there.   



The Honiara oversight have asked Pastor Soni and Jean Kwali from Malaita to go to 
Vella to pastor the church there.  Soni and Jean will consider the invitation over the 
next few months. 
 
I am very satisfied with the entire outcome of my visit to the Solomon's.  I am very 
pleased that I chose to go and run the Convention. 
 
I believe we will see great growth in the Solomon's especially in the province of 
Malaita now that we have brought our focus back to the local Churches.  The Pastors 
and leaders agree wholeheartedly with my conclusions here. 
 
During this visit, I identified two more men that I want to support financially in Malaita.  
The first is Pastor Colin Hagie junior and his wife Dorothy at Faugwari village.  They 
had pastored Faugwari CRC local church for 10 years and now run the youth 
department and outreach among youth in the area.  They are a fine couple. 
 
The other couple I want to support are Festus and Vicki from Sasau village.  Festus 
and Vicki support the pastoral team in the East and Festus is an evangelist who 
already goes out to seek open doors among the ‘hidden people’ and other groups.  
 
I intend to support both these families from August 2012.  This gives us a total of ten 
families we support financially on the island of Malaita.  All these men expressed 
their appreciation for the support they receive from New Zealand. 
 
We are looking forward with great expectation to the year ahead leading up to our 
next Convention. 
 
 
 
Pastor Charley Tonkin. 
 
 


